Interview with Accidental Pren-her

Jennifer Albin

S:
Today we’re talking with Jennifer Albin about her unique business and specialty product. SassAndFras.com is the home of the “Baby Bloak”. Yep, I did say “Baby Bloak”. In today’s podcast, we’re going to learn all about the Baby Bloak – what it is, what it does, and how you can get one, too. Welcome, Jennifer.

J:
Hi!

S:
Let’s talk a little bit about your journey into the entrepreneurial lifestyle. At one time, I know you were traditionally employed as a teacher, and now you are a successful small business owner. So, Jennifer, tell us what a Baby Bloak is and where the idea for Baby Bloaks came from.

J:
Well, a Baby Bloak is a unique, patent-pending product that allows you to put your baby in a car seat without having to take off their outerwear, basically. What it does is it has an opening in the back that you can lift aside so that you can put their car seat straps on and then cover them back up. It’s great for moms when you’re struggling with getting a baby in and out of the car, whether they’re an infant or a toddler. I came up with the idea for the product when I was trying to come up with something as an alternative to jackets, because if anyone has ever tried to put a jacket on a 4-month-old, they know that that’s probably the most ridiculous thing in the world! I wasn’t one to carry a baby carrier around very often, so I needed something so I could put him in the car and get him out of the car very quickly. So I was experimenting with creating some type of cloak, and the idea just kind of hit me to put something in the back so that it was easily accessible for the car seat straps. 

S:
I love that because it was born out of necessity, wasn’t it, Jennifer?

J:
Absolutely!

S:
So, these are pretty easy products to put on your baby?

J:
They are incredibly easy products. We’ve timed it, and it takes approximately 3 seconds to have your baby ready to go out the door, and I don’t know any other product that’s that quick with a baby.

S:
What do they look like?

J:
Actually, they look kind of like a traditional cloak, which is where the name “Baby Bloak” came from – we just affectionately deemed it that because it’s kind of like a blanket-cloak. But instead of having an opening in front like you would traditionally see, it has an opening in the back, which is why it’s so easy to pop the hood over, so easy to put the car seat straps on, and so easy to wrap it around them.

S:
Now, is the Baby Bloak something that you put on a baby before they get into a car seat, or after?

J:
Yes, definitely. I put him in it when I’m walking out the door usually, but it’s so easy to put on and off that you could put it on when they’re already in the car seat. So it’s great if you’re going to take a long car trip, you can walk them out to the car, put them in the car, take it off of them in 2 seconds flat, have them in their car seat for a 2-hour car trip, and then pop it back over their head so that they are ready to walk into their grandparents’ house.

S:
I love the convenience and ease of this product. 

J:
Yeah, I love it, too! I have about five!

S:
What or who inspired you to keep going forward with this unique business and product?

J:
It was one of those things that I initially created for my son, and I started having so many people come up and ask me about it that I thought, “Hmm, I might have something here!” I wasn’t entirely sure. I thought, “Maybe I’m being silly,” but my husband has been incredibly passionate about it and really thinks it’s a great idea. So have my very close friends. I have friends scattered all over the U.S., and they have just raved about it. They all have one for their babies. I have a friend in Germany who is passing out my business cards at all of her local baby meetings. Really, it’s my husband and my son and my friends who just keep me going and keep me inspired every day to keep this going.

S:
You know you have a great product when everybody is telling everybody else about the product! 

J:
Absolutely. I have one customer who has all three different kinds of Baby Bloaks! She just keeps ordering them – she really loves them! I figure it must be good if someone wants every style! 

S:
Indeed! And they just keep coming back for them.

J:
Yes. 

S:
This is the first time you’ve ever started up a business, isn’t it?

J:
Yes.

S:
What resources did you find most helpful when you were first starting up your business?

J:
Honestly, there is a fantastic book by Kim Levine, entitled “Mommy Millionaire”. It’s just so geared towards this. I literally went to Barnes & Noble, walking around, and my eyes fell upon this book and I thought, “Well, that’s what I need right there!” I wanted to be a mommy millionaire! She takes you on the process of inventing her idea, going through the patent process, setting up her business … It was something that was such a great resource, and now she’s started an online community for women where there’s all sorts of other small business owners who are women entrepreneurs who have fantastic products. I’ve found that to be so incredibly helpful. Between that and having a private online message board where, like, 25 of my closest friends will send to me rants and raves and come up with crazy ideas everyday, I’ve found the internet has been the most inspiring thing! That has been so helpful.

S:
It really is! I have also read that “Mommy Millionaire” book, and the site as well as the book is really fantastic.

J:
Yes. Kim, as I can say from being on the site, is a wonderful woman who is incredibly supportive, who responds to posts, and who is really passionate about what she does. I just admire that so much.

S:
Jennifer, what are your plans for SassAndFras and the Baby Bloak? Where are you headed?

J:
Well, for a while I had started to kind of come up with other necessity inventions, and they were really taking me away from the Baby Bloak. While I really think they are great things, I’ve decided to focus entirely on the Baby Bloak for a while because it’s a patent-pending product. Eventually, I’d like it to grow and include some other very useful products – baby carriers and things like that that I find particularly useful – and eventually SassAndFras will be a brick-and-mortar store in my local community that offers natural parenting supplies and things of that nature. But for now, we’re focusing on the Baby Bloak. There is a pretty strong demand for it, and I’m anticipating that it could get a little crazy over the next couple of months trying to still do it myself. Right now, I’m still doing everything myself. I’m still sewing them myself, trying to build the business, trying to seek out manufacturing. If Fischer-Price or someone wanted to come along and swoop down and buy my idea that might be super! But, for now, I’m just focusing on keeping my product at the level of quality that I expect and getting it out there and getting it into the stores.

S:
That’s a great plan that you have for your business, and you’re being very smart in not trying to expand too quickly.

J:
Yeah, I learned the hard way that way, though!  

S:
What one word describes your life today, Jennifer?

J:
Eventful.

S:
What quality or characteristic is most important to you?

J:
Passion.

S:
What turns you off?

J:
Prejudice.

S:
What inspires you?

J:
My son.

S:
What’s the most precious thing you’ve learned along the journey from Accidental Pren-her to entrepreneurial woman?

J:
How to balance motherhood and business.

S:
Indeed, it can be balanced, can’t it?

J:
I’m hoping! I’m learning still. It’s a fine art – some days are better than others!

S:
Jennifer, thank you so much for being on the Accidental Pren-her Show and sharing this amazing product, Baby Bloak, with all of our listeners. I know you’ve got something really special to offer to everybody who is listening today, so tell us how to find you and what you’re offering.

J:
You can visit my website, www.SassAndFras.com, and if you type in the word “accidental”, you’re going to get an automatic 10% off discount and, through the month of September, I’ll be running a “free shipping” special as well. So, 10% off, free shipping through September – we’re going to start the new season with a bang!

S:
Okay, everybody, you heard it: Head over to SassAndFras.com, and you’re going to want to put “accidental” in the little box there when you check out, and you’ll get a 10% discount forever. Also, during the month of September, you’re going to want to get that free shipping. Jennifer, thank you so much!

J:
Thank you!
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